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CUFA representative Anthony Costanzo addresses Provost David Graham at an open meeting on the university’s academic landscape 


on March 29 in room H-110. To view the webcast go to tinyurl.com/ProvostOpenMeeting. 


KAREN HERLAND 


For the first time in institutional mem- 
ory, the university's provost invited all 
members of the Concordia community 
to an open meeting on our academic 
position and direction. 

Provost and Vice-President 
Academic David Graham framed his 
remarks by reference to Concordias 
ambitious plan to establish itself as one 
of Canadas top five comprehensive uni- 
versities in the next decade. 

On March 29, Graham addressed an 
audience including Concordia faculty 
members, deans, administrators and 
staff. Those attending came from the 
four Faculties, the Office of Research, 
the Centre for Teaching and Learning, 
the President's Office, Advancement 
and: Alumni Relations, the Libraries, 
the full and part-time faculty associa- 
tions and faculty and staff members 
both recently hired and long estab- 
lished. 

He started the meeting by reassuring 
those who attended (and the many 
more who were watching the presenta- 
tion virtually via webcast) that the 
impetus for the event was not the immi- 
nent delivery of bad news but a sugges- 
tion made by professor Arpi Hamalian 
during his public presentation as candi- 
date for his current position. 


The provost presented the universi- 
ty’s position in broad strokes. He out- 
lined some of the university's important 
achievements since he became provost 
on March 1, 2008. He focused on the 
importance of recruiting and retaining 
top new faculty and students, especially 
graduate students, and the various 
measures in place to meet that chal- 
lenge. Along the way he thanked 
numerous colleagues in his own office 
and across the university who have sup- 
ported these measures. 





Provost and VP Academic David Graham. 
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Among other inititiatives, Graham 
mentioned was the coordination of 
enrolment planning, an evaluation of 
how teaching is assessed and the iden- 
tification of core academic skills. He 
congratulated the School of Extended 
Learning for the development of cours- 
es intended to improve study skills for 
undergraduate students and to prepare 
students for graduate school. 

Graham acknowledged that although 
the university's small class experience, 
community outreach and remarkable 
programs all remain intrinsic parts of 
Concordias essence, external reputa- 
tion is often based on recognition of 
research. 

Improving our research profile and 
capacity requires top-notch faculty and 
top-notch graduate students. “Bringing 
in good graduate students is not just a 
high priority, it's our top priority, he 
said. 

Toward that end, he spoke of the $1 
million that had been reallocated from 
other budgetary priorities to attract 
graduate students across all four 
Faculties. During question period, he 
spoke of some other, more difficult 
decisions that might be taken down the 
line, and in consultation with all sectors 
of the university, to improve options for 


graduate recruitment. 
CONTINUED ON P. 2 
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New JMSB prof sees big value in being green 


Judith Walls brings experience and perspective in advancing sustainability 


Russ COOPER 


Judith Walls, JMSB professor of manage- 
ment specializing in corporate and social 
responsibility, is encouraged by the 
enthusiasm for sustainable thinking at 
Concordia. Bothamoung students and 
administrators with its inclusion into the 
university's priorities. 

- “There's a lot of support for sustainable 
initiatives here and it’s great, she says. 
“Sustainability is not a fad. It's something 
that needs to be studied and shared with 
students because theyre the ones going 
out in the world and managing the 
future.’ 

Walls, who arrived here in July after a 
two-year post-doc at the Erb Institute for 
Sustainable Enterprise at the University 
of Michigan, is a key part of the David 
O’Brien Centre for Sustainable 
Enterprise. 

Her research focuses on the habits of 
many of the world’s dirty’ corporations 
with the greatest negative environmental 
impact; those in mining, manufacturing 
and chemicals. 


Provost’s 
academic update 


CONTINUED FROM P. | 

Among them might be focusing on grad- 
uate recruitment over tenure-track hir- 
ing, in the short to medium term. 

However, he was also mindful of the 
importance of faculty researchers in 
attracting graduate students. “Sixty per 
cent of our professors have been hired in 
the last ten years, he said. “That infu- 
sion of new blood has done wonders for 
us. That's what brought me here. 
Graham also mentioned the successful 
adoption of new collective agreements 
for both full- and part-time faculty, 
including a focus on improving starting 
salaries for full-time faculty to keep us in 
line with other universities. During 
question period, he underscored a com- 
mitment to make faculty salaries as 
competitive as possible in times of 
budgetary uncertainty. 

Graham said enrolment growth 
remained steady, and our programs con- 
tinue to be a draw for students locally 
and from elsewhere. He added that 
increased enrolment might bring chal- 
lenges, but was still preferable to those 
linked to enrolment shrinkage. 
However, with provincial funding often 
tied to complicated and changing for- 
mulas,: the university administration 
continued to lobby for better funding 
from all levels of government. He con- 
cluded by saying he looks forward to the 
next open meeting a year from now. 





JMSB professor of management Judith Walls 


Essentially, Walls looks closely at three 
aspects of a given company’s governance 
over its environmental efforts: pressures 
exerted by institutional investors; over- 
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sight of directors (such as board structure 
and the social connections of board 
members with other environmentally- 
minded companies); and the role of top 
management's beliefs and values. 

In 2003, Walls, a native of the 
Netherlands, began examining what 
skills companies were building as dis- 
closed in their annual environmental 
reports to the public. The research, part 
of her PhD in Strategic Management at 
the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
(RPI) in Troy, N.Y. focused on corpora- 
tions listed on the Standard and Poor's 
500 Index (3M, Anheuser Busch, Dow 
Chemical and Boeing among them). At 
that time, she found there was little 
incentive for companies to announce 
their environmental endeavours - only 
about 38% of companies were reporting 
their efforts. 

Now, thanks to a grant from the 
O’Brien Centre, she’s updating the results. 
With the help of PhD student Catalin 
Ratiu, she’s comparing the efforts of the 
same companies to see if there's been any 
improvement in their environmental 


skills since 2003. 

“We'll find out in four or five months, 
but I expect to see that pretty much all 
companies are reporting now and build- 
ing more environmental skills, Walls 
says. “I’ve seen a tremendous shift across 
the board that companies want to be. 
proactive about reporting on their envi- 
ronmental footprint.’ 

After teaching three classes in the fall, 
she took the winter to focus on research. 
She will return to the classroom next 
year, with several undergraduate courses 
and one is a newly developed graduate- 
level course in sustainability manage- 
ment and research. 

“For me, it’s great to be able to incorpo- 
rate a lot of these ideas into mainstream 
corporate strategy, but also to open up 
some dialogue in the classroom, she 
says. 

Walls will be presenting at the Alliance 
for Research on Corporate Sustainability 
at Harvard on May 12 and also be taking 
part in the annual meeting of the 
Academy of Management, Aug. 6 to 10, to 
be held here in Montreal. 





Sustainable Business Conference 
connects students with green companies 


On March 19, the student-run John Molson 
Sustainable Business Group (JSG) was 
proud to hold the sixth annual Sustainable 
Business Conference in the MB Building. 

As always, the goal of the conference was 
to connect JMSB students with businesses 
that have incorporated sustainability into 
their practices. 

“The day was geared towards how busi- 
nesses should implement sustainable 
practices and how sustainability will 
become the norm; said conference co- 
organizer Philippe Noeltner. “This is what 
will give businesses the competitive edge 
in the future.’ 

He and co-organizers Alessandra Boezio 
and Gaurav Bishnoi were pleased to invite 
speakers from a variety of businesses stay- 
ing ahead of the curve to show students 
sustainability works. 

The speakers were IBM Managing 
Consultant Jean Francois Barsoum; 
Advisory Services partner at 
PricewaterhouseCoopers Pierre Taillefer; 
Director of Eco-quartier Peter-McGill 
Paul Antoine Troxler; the Samuel C. 
Johnson Chair of Sustainable Global 
Enterprise at Cornell University Stuart 
Hart; Manager of Environmental Affairs 
(Canada, Latin America) at World Color 
Press Inc. Jennifer Ross Jones; and a panel 
discussion featuring Groupe Adaptation's 
Pierre Alexandre Hurtubise, and Takt 
Etik sustainability consultants Chrystal 


Healy and Philippe Lanthier. 
The final presentation of the day was 
Cohesion Strategies Cristiane 


Bourbonnais, who was part of the team 
that has spent the last two and a half years 
revamping the STM’s image and practices. 

Cohesion Strategies helped the STM 
understand there was value in responding 
to the public's desire to see the transit sys- 
tem become more environmentally friend- 
ly. Since they unveiled their new blue- 
green-yellow chevron campaign in May 
last year (along with measures such as sev- 
eral hybrid and higher-capacity buses and 
increased metro services), the STM has 
experienced a dramatic upswing in posi- 
tive public image, building on the percep- 
tion that public transport as a viable, green 
way to avoid using automobiles. 

“There was genuine interest and real 
curiosity based on the presentations, said 
Boezio of the nearly 200 people in atten- 
dance. 

“Businesses want to recruit and accom- 
modate top talent; she says. “If top stu- 
dents are equipped with sustainable val- 
ues, there are many innovative companies 
willing to invest in new people with new 
ideas,’ Boezio said. “Businesses are begin- 
ning to adapt to them. You really can 
change a business from within.’ 

“I learned that it is possible, that you 
don't have to be afraid of being sustainable. 
You just have to go for it,’ said Noeltner. 








From its beginning in 2004 until 2008, 
the conference was organized by 


Sustainable Concordia, but moved wholly 
into the JMSB in 2008 with the develop- 
ment of the JSG, the organizing group for 
the last two years. 


=} oes 


JMSB Dean Sanjay Sharma welcomes guests to 
the 2010 Sustainable Business Conference. 
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Marc Lafrance’s committee members at Oxford thought his research into the skin and the self sounded pretty flaky. 
“If | could convince a group of naysayers that my work was important, | figured | could convince anyone,” he says. 


ANNA SARKISSIAN 


Waxing, tanning, pruning, preen- 
ing - our society as a whole 
devotes countless hours to modi- 
fying our bodies in an attempt to 
look good. 


“For many, it's a preoccupation’ 


with no terminus, says Marc 
Lafrance, assistant professor of 
sociology who examines body 
image, men and masculinity, cos- 
metic surgery, popular culture 
and more. “Tm struck by how 
many of us struggle with our bod- 
ies. They seem to require work 
that is never done” 

Lafrance may be a relatively 
new scholar, but he has already 
attracted the attention of the edi- 
tors of Body & Society, considered 
the top journal in his field. 

They were so taken with his 
theories that they devoted a spe- 
cial section of the September 
2009 issue to his work and invited 
eminent scholars to respond. 

“To put it plainly, I was flabber- 
gasted; Lafrance says. “It was a 
huge vote of confidence. 

His article “Skin and the Self: 
Cultural Theory and Anglo- 
American Psychoanalysis’ is cen- 
tered on the body's surface and 
the way it fundamentally forms 
who we are and how we make 
sense of those around us. Though 
skin separates us, it also makes 
connections possible. It's our first 
interface with the world. 

Lafrance presents the theories 
of contemporary psychoanalysts 
Esther Bick and Thomas Ogden 
and translates them into the lan- 


guage of social and cultural theo- 
ry. He aims to show that when 
clinical and theoretical concepts 
are brought into dialogue, excit- 
ing things can happen. 

“We get a whole range of new 
tools for thinking about bodies 
and self and skin and so on, he 
says. 

The theories view skin and 
touch as being fundamental in the 
lives of human beings, working 
against the idea that mind and 
body are separate. Lafrance calls it 
a fully embodied approach. 

“If were going to understand 
anything about the role the body 
plays in contemporary culture, 
then we've got to understand 
how people actually experience 
it,, Lafrance says. 

Born in North Bay, Ont., 
Lafrance was a student of 
Genevieve Rail, current principal 
of the Simone de Beauvoir 
Institute, at the University of 
Ottawa. He crossed the pond for 
his master’s and PhD in cultural 
studies at the University of 
Oxford, an experience he 
described as transformative. 

It was rigorous and competi- 
tive and the supervisors expected 
nothing but the best. But he also 
learned the value of modesty and 
humility. 

“We were taught to be firm, 
powerful, persuasive and yet 
understated, he says. His 
supervisor encouraged him to 
avoid using jargon, which can 
obscure arguments and close 
down avenues for debate 
between disciplines. 


Skin to skin 


Marc Lafrance studies the self, body and society | 





“She said, ‘If you cant convince 
me of a point using non-special- 
ized vocabulary then you havent 
understood it yet. So I try to write 
as accessibly as I can’ 

Lafrance puts that principle to 
good use in his columns for 
AskMen.com, the largest mens 
lifestyle site (created in 1999 by 
three Concordia graduates) that 
attracts up to 7 million readers 
monthly. 

He is also currently finishing 
two books: the first about skin, 
psychoanaylsis and cultural stud- 
ies, and the second about the tel- 
evision show Nip/Tuck, self-iden- 
tity and cosmetic surgery dra- 
mas. He is the recipient of a 
three-year SSHRC Standard 
Research Grant (2007-10) and 
was recently voted Best Professor 
by the Sociology and 
Anthropology Students Union. 

Lafrance has little time to cele- 
brate though, and admits to 
being a “hardcore workaholic. 

This week, he is presenting 
three papers at an international 
meeting of the Popular Culture 
Association in St. Louis, 
Missouri. 

He feels right at home at 
Concordia. After Oxford, he was 
looking for an institution that 
was more forward-thinking and 
cutting-edge. 

“My objects of inquiry are a 
little off the beaten path. I want- 
ed something different. I have 
to say that my colleagues really 
energize me here, he says. “I 
can't imagine being anywhere 
else.’ 


| 





ACCOLADES 


Congratulations to Mel Hoppenheim School of Cinema Professor 
Daniel Cross for winning the Jutra Award for Best Documentary for his 
film Last Train Home on March 28. 

As well, congratulations to filmmaker Patricia Chica (BFA 96) in 
advance for winning a Remi Award for her film, Day Before Yesterday. The 
film is nominated in the Bést Short Fiction and Best Directing categories. 
Chica will attend the 43rd annual WorldFest-Houston International Film 
Festival, April 18. 

In February, Chica’s film won best short drama award at the thirteenth 
annual Magnolia Film Festival. 





~@o 


Finance Professor Arshad Ahmad has been elected as President of Canada- 
wide teacher association Society for Teaching and Learning in Higher 
Education (STLHE). Ahmad will begin his new position in June 2010. 


~@o 


The World Economic Forum has named Concordia Alum Désirée McGraw as 
one of the five Canadians honoured as a Young Global Leader. McGraw gradu- 
ated from the School of Community and Public Affairs and is currently 
Executive Director of the Jeanne Sauvé Foundation. Each year, leaders under 
the age of 40 are invited to join the Forum of Young Global Leaders and partic- 
ipate in a network of peers committed to significantly impact world affairs. 


“~Go 


Two teams representing Concordia at the annual Computer Science Games 
March 5 to 7 at Ecole Polytechnique Montréal earned honours. Team T-800 
brought home a third overall finish, placing second in debugging and third in 
relay programming. 

Team T-800 was comprised of Sandy Woo, Alexandre Tristan St. Cyr, 
Yonatan Levi, Sven James, Harley Cooper, Erik Miller, Hendrik Boom 
and Pascal Guay. 

Team T-1000 won first in relay programming and third in participation. 
Team T-1000 was comprised of Kyle Sama, Alex Vallée, Matthew Gafilant, 
Kevin Newcomen, Ali Ahmed, Shu Chun Lee, Alex Ionescu, Bogdan 
Corciova and Matan Nassau. 

NGO 
On March 22, it was announced that Concordias Faculty of Engineering 
and Computer Science was selected as a recipient of the 2009 Supporting 
Friend of the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) Member 
and Geographic Activities Award. 

This award was championed by Electrical and Computer Engmeermg 
Professor Amir Aghdam, and endorsed by both the President and Presadent 
Elect of IEEE Canada, as well as by the Chair of IEEE Montreal Section. 

The IEEE is the world’s largest professional association advancing innova- 
tion and technalogical excellence. ENCS has long been involved in the 
Montreal chapter of IEEE, having co-sponsored more than 85 IEEE-affihated 
seminars since 2002, as well as providing funds and space for several of the 
organizations conferences. 

“Qo 


Well done to the Five Days for the Homeless team (see Journal, March 18 
2010). The grand total of funds raised for Montreal's homeless population 
came in at $38 400, well above their goal of $35 000. Concordia’s team worked 
in partnership with HEC and raised $30 000 and $8 400 respectively. 


eM STREP ASE DE OCEL 


instabanque 


Five Days organizer Josh Redler re 


“Qo 


Congrats to the JMSB team for winning first overall at the twenty fourth 
edition of the Excalibur Tournament in Human Resources March 19 and 20 
at the Hilton Bonaventure. Rebecca Golt, Scott Fisher and Mitch 
Robitaille along with coach Aaron Dresner topped 23 teams from across 
Canada for the crown. 
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Donors and scholarship winners mingle 


Several new awards inducted at reception 


More than 400 donors and stu- © 


dent award recipients greeted 
one another March 26 at 
Concordia’s Donor and Student 
Excellence Recognition Cocktail 
at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in 
downtown Montreal. 

The annual event allows for 
scholarship recipients to person- 
ally thank their benefactors, as 

well as for the induction of 
undergraduate and graduate 
awards. 

The ceremony began with a 
video that showcased student 
award recipients who provided 
testimonials about how the fund- 
ing helped them thrive academi- 
cally and get involved in both on- 
and off-campus extracurricular 
activities. 

Kathy Assayag, Vice-President, 
Advancement and Alumni 
Relations, said benefactors are 
integral to Concordias success 
because they help the university 
attract and retain talented gradu- 
ate and undergraduate students. 

“[As our benefactors], you rec- 
ognize and understand the 
important role that our students 
and higher education play in our 
society's economic prosperity 
and well-being. Youre also an 
intrinsic part of the intellectual 
capital of Concordia. But most 


importantly, you believe in this 
university's potential for great- 
ness, said Assayag, who served as 
master of ceremonies. 

President Judith Woodsworth 
echoed Assayag’s sentiments, 
adding that “It takes a caring 
community to nurture and sup- 
port our students and much.of 
our motivation is inspired by the 


compassion we see in our 
donors: 

Louise Dandurand, Vice- 
President, Research and 


Graduate Studies, talked about 
the importance of private fund- 
ing. “As critical as leading-edge 
infrastructure is to a research 
and teaching community, the 
success of a comprehensive uni- 
versity is the active engagement 
of promising students passion- 
ate about their _ studies. 
Researchers rely on you, the 
graduate students, to work 
alongside them, on the road to 
discovery; and it is through 
financial support that 
Concordia is able to attract the 
brightest and most promising 
students who are preparing to 
make their own contributions to 
society, said Dandurand. She 
then inducted the graduate 
awards, including those from 
TD Bank Financial Group. 


Heather Bar-Or (PhD Business Admini 
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stration), Prathima Muralidhara (MBA), Adam Levitt (MBA), Concordia 





President Judith Woodsworth, and Michael D’Ambra (BComm 75), Honours Economics, Vice-President, Private 
Client Services, TD Bank Financial Group. 


Concordia alumnus Michael 
DAmbra (BComm 75) Honours 
Economics, who serves as the TD 
Bank Financial Groups VP, 
Private Client Services, spoke 
about why the financial institu- 
tion chose to create scholarships 
and fellowships in business edu- 
cation with a donation of 
$500 000 that was announced last 
October. 

“This contribution will help 


students pursue their studies over ' 


the next few years without having 
to worry too much about their 


finances. For TD Bank Financial 
Group, access to higher educa- 
tion is integral to building a solid 
future and realizing ones dreams, 
said D'Ambra, who added he was 
pleased to meet three award 
recipients: Heather Bar-Or (PhD 
Business Administration), Adam 
Levitt (MBA), and Prathima 
Muralidhara (MBA). 

Director of Recreation and 
Athletics Katie Sheahan, who 
filled in for Roger Coté, Associate 
Vice-President Enrolment, was 
on hand to induct the undergrad- 


uate awards. 

Haley Toll (BFA Studio Arts) 
praised her benefactors for set- 
ting up the Campaign for the 
New Millennium Student 
Contribution Scholarship. “It’s an 
incredible privilege, not just for 
expensive art supplies it affords 
me to buy, to create the works | 
envision, but because it shows 
that someone recognizes all the 
hard work that goes into it. 
Concordia certainly takes care of 
its own, said Toll who is graduat- 
ing this summer. 





KAREN HERLAND 


Every year numerous individuals 
decide to give back to Concordia 
for any number of reasons; 
employees contribute to the 
community campaign,  col- 
leagues challenge each other to 
build an endowment, or alumni 
start businesses and invest some 
of their profits into future genera- 
tions. 

But some people find other 
creative ways to make a differ- 
ence. Marjorie Gawley is among 
them. Not only has she arranged 
for a bursary to support women 
in need, but she and her husband 
have also chosen to leave a part of 
their eventual estate to the uni- 
versity. 

Gawley graduated from high 
school in 1959 and, based on her 
excellent grades, assumed that 
her university career would be 
equally successful. Instead, a 
series of circumstances and a 
scholarship led her to what was 
then a year-long program at 
Teacher's College. Instead of con- 


tinuing her studies, she was in 
front of a classroom at 16. 

Her accreditation hinged on 
supplementing her diploma with 
a series of university-level credits 
earned within five years. To keep 
teaching, Gawley had to study at 
night. Sir George Williams 
University was her only option, 
even though the teaching accred- 
itation came through McGill's 
MacDonald College. “McGill 
insisted on day attendance and 
had no interest in accommodat- 
ing people in my situation, those 
with not enough money to attend 
school full time, she wrote 
recently. 

Gawley still cherishes the 
opportunity, looking back over a 
rewarding career until her retire- 
ment in 1998. “Concordia has and 
continues to contribute greatly to 
the education of so many people 
in Montreal who would not ath- 
erwise be able to attend universi- 
ty” Because of that, she decided 
years ago to will some of her 
estate to Concordia. In the mean- 
time, she established an endow- 


ment toward creating a bursary. 
That bursary is specifically slated 
for women who are in financial 
need. She named it for her own 
mother, who supported her quest 
for an education. 

Gawley is only one of several 
people each year who decide to 
leave a portion of their estate to 
Concordia. “We've had $3.4 mil- 
lion in future commitments in 
the seven months that I've been 
here,’ said Silvia Ugolini, Director 
of Planned Giving. With a back- 
ground in law and estate and 
financial planning, she advises 
individuals who are interested in 
making a planned gift or leaving a 
legacy to the university. 

Ugolini’s team can help individ- 
uals choose the appropriate giv- 
ing vehicle and tailor it to their 
preferences. An endowment, for 
example, can go to students in a 
particular field of study or situa- 
tion (mature student or single 
parent) or can be left ‘silent’ 
allowing the university to deter- 
mine the greatest need. “We 
respect the donors intentions 


Paying it forward: helping future students 


and ensure a win-win situation, 
said Ugolini. 

Gawley is meeting with that 
team to determine what the best 
use of the eventual legacy might 
be. Ideally, she would like to leave 
funds to support students in 
fields that do not necessarily 
attract high corporate or govern- 
ment funding. 

In January, more than half a 
million dollars was left through 
the estates of Héléne Linder, 
Viadmir J. Elgart and Alfred R. M. 
Bacher. All of these funds will be 
available on a renewable basis in 
annual amounts varying from 
$10 000 to $20 000 for graduate 
students. Recently, the university 
has decided that funding gradu- 
ate students was a priority. 

“I am very appreciative of the 
fact that we are able to use those 
gifts to address a clear academic 
priority — support for graduate 
students, said VP Research and 
Graduate Studies Louise 
Dandurand. “It will enable the 
university to direct that support 
towards programs and areas 


where we are doing work of the 
highest quality but that do not 
necessarily attract traditional 
corporate support. 
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Board gets overview 


Advancement and Alumni Relations office improving contact with alumni 


Emphasizing that the work of the office is guided by 
institutional priorities, particularly those set out in the 
strategic framework adopted last year, VP Advancement 
& Alumni Relations Kathy Assayag provided the Board 
of Governors with an overview of the various facets of 
her office at their March 18 meeting, 

The presentation came as Assayag and her team work 
with outside campaign consultants to evaluate the work 
accomplished to date to prepare the upcoming compre- 
hensive campaign and to establish a launch date and 
target goal. Assayag said that the campaign leadership 
has been identified, as well as high-profile honorary co- 
chairs and close to 140 volunteers. 

“A lot of work has been done behind the scenes to pre- 
pare for the upcoming campaign, said Assayag. “We 
have had excellent results to date, surpassed 58% of the 
goal that we set, and we are preparing to launch the 
campaign in the months to come. This is going to be a 
very exciting period for Concordia and the funds that we 
raise will allow Concordia to realize many of its dreams.’ 

Assayag outlined some of the organizational changes 
that were implemented since she joined the office in 
2005. One of the main adjustments was the move to a 
Faculty-based model where members of the 
Advancement team work directly in the Faculties. This is 
instrumental in identifying Faculty priorities, critical 
needs and ensuring that fundraisers are well versed in 


our areas of excellence. In addition, the office wanted to 
encourage development staff to work closely with our 
Deans, Associate Deans and faculty members. The other 
advancement and alumni activities remain in the cen- 
tral office, including prospect research (identifying 
potential donors), the annual fund, planned giving, spe- 
cial initiatives and events. 

Assayag emphasized that advancement and alumni 
relations is more than fundraising. Alumni are involved 
in a plethora of activities including mentoring current 
students, helping in their skill development and career 
path and serving as ambassadors for Concordia, both 
locally and internationally. Alumni can also help sup- 
port students financially through the adopt-a student 
program which has provided financial support for 627 
students since its inception in 2006. 

With more than 160 000 alumni worldwide, keeping in 
touch with them is a challenge. Five years ago, the office 
had coordinates for only 58% of alumni; now 72% can be 
reached. This is important in communicating the more 
than 120 alumni events and activities carried out every 
year. There are now eleven geographic alumni chapters; 
Beijing, Shanghai, Hong Kong, Tri-State, Boston/New 
England, Washington, D.C., Vancouver, Calgary, 
Edmonton, Toronto and Ottawa. More are sure to follow 
with events already scheduled in Dubai, Jordan, London 
and Texas. 


In terms of internal support of the university, 
Concordia’s participation rate for annual giving was 37% 
- a figure that can be improved. Ongoing solicitation to 
alumni and parents is carried out through the call cen- 
ter and mail. More than 700 parents contributed to the 
university this year, some with multiple gifts. 

A series of yearly fundraising events has been particu- 
larly productive. For example, the annual Golf Classic 
has raised more than $1.5 million over the years and the 
Hitting the High Notes event has netted $1.1 million to 
support PhD students in Fine Arts. Through Planned 
Giving, many alumni have planned to leave a lasting 
legacy for Concordia. 

The university has been very successful in securing 
major gifts from both individuals and the business, tech- 
nology and arts communities. Some of these have been 
targeted to specific Faculties or projects while others 
have supported university-wide initiatives. 

“The second half of the campaign always proves to 
be the most challenging. We have a lot of work ahead 
of us, but under the leadership of Dr. Judith 
Woodsworth, the support of the Board and our 
Campaign Chairs, we can achieve our goals of offering 
even more to our students, creating more competitive 
fellowships for graduate students, attracting and 
retaining top talent, and so much more. That's the 
game plan, concluded Assayag. 








CIBC donates $500 000 toward 
John Molson School of Business fellowships and bursaries 


CIBC announced on March 24 a contribution of 
$500 000 to Concordia’s John Molson School of 
Business (JMSB) toward seven annual awards: two 
CIBC Doctoral Business Fellowships — worth $20 000 
— for students entering the PhD program; and five 
CIBC Undergraduate Entrance Bursaries — worth $20 
000 — to full-time students in financial need. 

About 55 guests gathered for the gift-announcement 
ceremony on the 6th floor of the MB Building. CIBC 
was well represented at the event by a contingent that 
included Sylvain Vinet, Senior Vice-President, Retail 
Distribution, Eastern Canada; Robert Lorange, EMBA 
93, Vice-President, Commercial Banking, Quebec; and 
Michel Cantin, Vice-President, Retail Market, Quebec. 

Vinet said this gift reflected CIBC’s commitment to 
higher education and community-engagement initia- 
tives. “Our goal is to provide access to opportunities in 
education so that our country’s brightest students 
have the chance to succeed in their chosen field of 
studies, Vinet said. 

President Judith Woodsworth thanked the CIBC for 
its generosity and noted that its president and Chief 
Executive Officer, Gerry McCaughey, is a Concordia 
alumnus. 

“Mr. McCaughey is one of us—he's a JMSB graduate 
and a true role model for all our students, 
Woodsworth said. “We're proud that he's a member of 
the Concordia family and we're proud of all our gradu- 
ates, especially when they also choose to give back to 
the university. It’s great for us to see our graduates suc- 
ceed in the workforce and prove that their education is 
valuable.” 


Pay to the arcee of 


c Concordia 
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Several people gathered to celebrate the CIBC donation toward supporting student success (from left front row): Associate, 
Corporate Credit Products, CIBC Wholesale Banking Jeremy Levy; Executive Director, Investment Banking, CIBC Wholesale 
Banking Patrick Ghoche; Associate, Corporate Credit Products, CIBC Wholesale Banking jonathan Allender; Associate, CIBC 
Commercial Banking Patrick Cunningham. (Back row from left): Associate Vice-President, Montreal Center and East District, 
CIBC Retail Markets Daniel Poudrier; General Manager, Risk Management CIBC Dennis McCaughan; Manager, CIBC Sherbrooke 
and Metcalfe Banking Center, CIBC Retail Markets Louise Leduc; General Manager, Montreal Center and East District, CIBC 
Retail Markets Maguy Mourad; Senior Vice-President, Retail Distribution, Eastern Canada Sylvain Vinet; Vice-President, Retail 
Market, Quebec Michel Cantin; Associate, CIBC Business Banking Lina Ghandour; General Manager, Montreal West District, 
CIBC Retail Markets Jacqueline McGowan; Vice-President, CIBC Commercial Banking, Quebec Robert Lorange. 
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Right place to understand law 


Congress 2010 a happy circumstance for developer of new minor program 


MICHAEL KEEGAN 


Eric Reiter was hired as an 
assistant professor by 
Concordia’s History depart- 
ment in 2007 to develop an 
interdisciplinary minor pro- 
gram in Law and Society. Now, 
his program is nearing the final 
stages of approval just as 
Congress 2010, the annual mul- 
tidisciplinary conference of the 


Canadian Federation for the 
Humanities and Social 
Sciences, comes to Concordia. 

“We get an opportunity to get 
the word out on what we're 
doing, says a pleased Reiter. 
“It’s fortuitous, really.” 

Reiter sees the program as 
“basically law for non-lawyers, 
law for the rest of us. We want 
to look at law as a vital, impor- 
tant force, rather than as a 


practice; to understand law 
rather than to do law. 

As proposed, the Law and 
Society Minor would be a 24- 
credit program consisting of the 
Introduction to Law and Society 
course Reiter has taught since 
his arrival in 2008, as well as 
law-related courses drawn from 
across the Humanities and 
Social Sciences but outside a 
student's core discipline. 





Eric Reiter is co-ordinating logistics for the Canadian Law and Society Organization at Congress. 


ALISWZAINN ¥IGWOINOD 


Professors James Kelly of the 
Department of Political Science 
and David Howes of sociology 
and anthropology worked 
closely with Reiter in the devel- 
opment of the program. He also 
had the support of various 
chairs including Peter Stoett of 
political science, Frances 
Shaver of sociology and anthro- 
pology, Shannon McSheffrey of 
history, as well as Principal Eric 
Shragge of the School of 
Community and Public Affairs. 

While there are other non- 
professional law programs 
across Canada, Reiter believes 
Concordia’s program, in the 
Quebec context, “will be able to 
bring the different law tradi- 
tions — civil, common and 
international - together in new 
ways. We hope this will make it 
an appealing, more interesting 
and compelling experience for 
students.” 

At Congress, Reiter will be the 
Local Arrangement Co-ordina- 
tor for the Canadian Law and 
Society Association, handling 
“nitty-gritty” logistics like book- 
ing spaces and equipment for 
discussions and workshops, and 
ensuring things go smoothly 
when members of the associa- 
tion arrive. 

“For myself, Reiter says of 
Congress, “this is a great oppor- 
tunity to get involved in the 


organization, to see what others 
do outside. It's good to get new 
ideas, new perspectives.’ 

The interdisciplinary nature 
of the Law and Society program 
is well-matched to the theme of 
Congress 2010, Connected 
Understanding/Le savoir brancheé. 

“The program will give stu- 
dents a chance to think about 
law in an interdisciplinary way, 
from different perspectives, 
says Reiter. “And there are 
themes that come up that they 
can explore through the range of 
courses. 

As for Congress, “It's a great 
opportunity for Coneordia stu- 
dents,” adds Reiter. “Many for- 
mer students have asked about 
the event. They're interested in 
going to some of the talks, to see 
what sorts of questions are 
being asked in this field. 

“We expect a lot of participa- 
tion,’ says Reiter, “as this is a 
research but also a teaching 
field’ 

Associate Dean Joanne 
Locke confirms that Reiter's 
proposal for the Law and 
Society Minor program goes 
before the Arts & Science 
Faculty Council on April 23, 
one of several steps on its way 
to a final approval vote by 
Senate on May 21. Locke is 
hopeful the program will be in 
place by September 2010. 


Art auction to showcase MFA talent at Congress 


A selection of works will be sold to raise funds for charitable groups 


With thousands of people 
descending on Concordia for 
the Congress of the Social 
Sciences and Humanities in 
May, several students in the 
master’s of fine arts program 
will also have the spotlight on 
them. i 

On the first day of Congress, 
the President's Conference 
Series will be staging a Human 
Rights Day, which will include 
an auction of several artworks 
by students in the MFA pro- 
gram. Many high profile speak- 
ers will be onsite for the day, 
including __ politician Ed 
Broadbent, news anchor Céline 


Galipeau and award-winning 


photojournalist REZA. 





Jake moore, director of the 


Faculty of Fine Arts Gallery, is 
working with Michele Thériault, 
coordinator of the Ellen Art 
Gallery and Marina Polosa, edu- 
cational director of the Ellen Art 
Gallery, to choose the art works. 

“Our MFA students go on to 
become some of the better- 
known contemporary artists in 
Canada,’ she said, citing Tricia 
Middleton, who recently exhib- 
ited her work at the Musée dart 
contemporain, and Jeanie 
Riddle, a finalist in the RBC 
Canadian Painting Competition 
and high-profile gallery director, 
as two good examples. 

The art auction will also be a 
chance to promote Concordia 


artists nationally and interna- 
tionally: their bios will be pub- 
lished on Concordias Congress 
site so that people can learn as 
much as possible about them. 

Bidding will start online mean- 
ing people around the world will 
have the chance to participate 
and then move to a silent auc- 
tion on the day of the President's 


Conference. 


All money raised will be 
donated to charitable organiza- 
tions linked to human rights. 

Sami Antaki, executive director 
of University Communications 
Services and member of the 
President's Conference Series 
committee, says that choosing 
accessible works of art will be key. 


Moore adds that this will be 
an opportunity to bring a range 
of high-calibre productions, 
which are central to the Faculty, 
to a broader audience. 

Whether or not the works, 
expected to be mostly 2D with 
the possibility of some sculp- 
tures and other 3D objects, will 
directly address human rights is 
still undecided. Works by cur- 
rent students and even recent 
graduates are being considered 
and REZA will be contributing 
one of his photographs for auc- 
tion. 

MA art history student Erica 
Howse is charged with coordi- 
nating the movement and col- 
lection of the art. She has been 


very focused on her studies on 
contemporary native art and 
sees this as a good opportunity 
to broaden her horizons. 

“This brings me out into the 
art world,’ she says. “It also 
helps me expand my knowledge. 
of what's going on right now at 
Concordia. The exciting part for 
me is imagining it all comeing 
together. 

Moore says that the simple 
production of art is a human 
rights issue, considering so 
many artists themselves living 
below the poverty line. This is 
one way to bring that issue to 
the fore for consideration. 

For more information, visit 
concordia.ca/congress2010. 
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Concordia hosted students from 40 schools across the island of Montreal 
and from communities in the Laurentians, Laval, and Montreal’s North and 


South Shore. 


ANNA SARKISSIAN 
Bright and early Monday morning 
they were already at their posts, 
wearing matching grey t-shirts 
over their uniforms, hair neatly 
combed, fear in their eyes. 

For nearly 300 high school and 
CEGEP students, it was judgment 
day. 

The 2010 Bell Montreal 
Regional Science & Technology 
Fair rolled onto campus on March 
21. With nearly 100 prizes up for 
grabs plus the chance to win one 
of 12 spots for the provincial fair, 
the competition was intense. 

At Concordia, an army of volun- 
teers, staff, and faculty had been 
preparing for the event since last 


summer. 
“We started with five or six peo- 


ple. Everybody we approached 


bought into the idea, said Guy 
Gosselin from Planning & 
Operations Facilities for the 
Faculty of Engineering and 
Computer Science. Gosselin was 
one of the main coordinators 
along with Graham Carr, Miriam 
Posner, Catherine Mulligan, 
Ollivier Dyens and Carole Brabant. 

“This is a terrific showcasing 
opportunity for Concordia and a 
chance to lend our institutional 
support to the value of science 
education,’ said Carr, the newly- 
appointed Dean of Graduate 
Studies. 

The event kicked off Sunday 
with an opening address from 
Marc Garneau, the first 
Canadian in space and current 
member of parliament for 
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be curious and to keep asking 
questions. — 


_ “Anybody who does science is 


on an adventure; he said. “You are 
going where no one has gone 
before.’ | | 

For the next two days, the lob- 
bies of the EV and MB Buildings 
were chock-a-block with anxious 
students, proud parents and visi- 
tors. Each project was evaluated 
by five judges from Concordia and 
the community. 

Sixteen-year-old Elliott Saleh 
from Herzliah High School sub- 
merged 20 teeth into different liq- 
uids and found that the dyes and 
sugars in grape juice were more 
damaging than Coke and coffee. 
He then brushed the teeth to test 
out the merits of three popular 


whitening toothpastes.. While 
‘Colgate was most effective on 


plaque, Arm & Hammer had the 
best whitener. | 

On the other side of the hall, 
Soojin Kil from Kells Academy 
was displaying the foil-lined cell 
phone cases. she made to block 
electromagnetic radiation. “We're 
constantly using our phones, she 
said. “With a little research, I 
found out it can cause cancer or 
tumors.’ 

With an electrosmog meter, she 
measured the amount of rays 
emitted from a cell phone at vari- 
ous distances. Kil found that a 
thin sheet of aluminum foil inside 
a cell phone case could cut out 
radiation dramatically. 

Two intrepid students from 
Vincent Massey Collegiate creat- 
ed the Eco Diner, a self-contained 
eco-system in which speckled 
trout and organic lettuce live off 
each other in a recirculating envi- 
ronment. 

“Our project was proven to be 
more efficient, earth-friendly, 
and most of all cheaper than the 
company that supplies food for 
our school cafeteria, Anthony 
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As part of the Bell Science and 4 Technlogy Fair March 21 to 23, : a 30 ft. 
representation of Chicago’s Sears Tower was constructed in the Harriet and 
Abe Gold Atrium of the EV Building. The tower used roughly 50 000 pieces 
of K’Nex. 

Last year, James Goggans and team built a 40 ft. model of the Eiffel 
Tower as the centrepiece of Engineering Week (see Journal, March 5 
2009). This year, Goggans, serving again as project manager, arranged 
for the structure to become part of the fair. He, Kurt Cabral (BEng 08), 
and ECE undergrad James Dennick (above, in crane) enlisted the help of 
the visiting high school and CEGEP students to help them build the 
structure. 

“I decided the easiest thing was the Sears Tower since it would be 
easy to explain, easy to build and still look cool,” says Goggans, who 
will earn his BCEE baccalaureate this spring. “I also knew that since it 
was a fairly basic shape, there would be no fear of it collapsing.” Also 
in photo: Lauren Bould. 


into uveal melanoma. Concordia 
also handed out 13 Young 
Innovator Awards of Excellence 
providing students with first-year 


Portulese said. 

Portulese and his partner 
Bianca Gauthier were able to pro- 
duce a plate of fish and veggies for 


70 cents, which was 30 centsless entrance scholarships worth 
than the supplier. $2 500 each. 
The top prize for the best over- Carr was very happy to see great 


collaboration between the aca- 
demic and non-academic sectors 
and great support from volun- 
teers. According to Gosselin, the 
buzz and the excitement in the 
atrium were possible thanks to an 
incredible crew. 

“We were tired by the end but 
worked very well together. It's the 
first time I’ve run an event where 
everyone is so deeply involved, he 
said. 

For more, see Www.exposciences 
bell.gc.ca. 

The event was also made pos- 
sible with the help of Loredana 


all project went to Abicuraman 
Uthamacumaran from Mary- 
mount Academy, for his research 





Edward Schroeder (right) from Kells Academy explains his Project 
Greenskies experiment to Marc Garneau, who encouraged the partici- 
pants to be curious about life. 
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Carbone, Annie Paré, Pina 
Bianca Gauthier (left) and Anthony Portulese from Vincent Massey Collegiate Greco, Denise Karelis, Sara 
_ experimented with aquaponics to grow lettuce and speckled trout. They Lopez, Elena Raznovan and 
were able to produce a plate of food cheaper than their school’s supplier. Wilson Wong. 
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E _ANNA SARKISSIAN 


Political science latin Julie 


Norman has a knack for. pre-. 
senting complex subject mat-_ 
ter in a clear, organized fash- : 
engage in debates, simulations 


ion. Or so say her students. - 


“She presents a full Esco . 
of opinions, says Lawrence — 
David Bisse, who is enrolled in 
her POLI 388 Human Rights — 


and International Justice class. 


“She helps students who are 


uninitiated develop a better 
grasp of the nuances in the 
field of human rights.’ 

Norman, a_ native of 
Washington, D.C., is a special- 
ist in social movements, 
human rights, peace and jus- 
tice and the Middle East. She 
speaks Arabic and has facilitat- 
ed video and photography 
workshops with refugee youth 
in the West Bank. 

This year, she is teaching 
four courses at Concordia and 
is taking an innovative 
approach to lectures and 
assignments. 

“Many of the texts we read are 
very theoretical and abstract, 
Norman says. “It’s hard to get a 
handle on how these dynamics 
play out, especially when it 
comes to human rights. 

Her style is laid-back and 


Russ COOPER 


As a drama therapy professor and 
acting chair of the Creative Arts 
Therapies department, Yehudit 
Silverman knows the benefits of 
creative arts therapy as a profes- 
sional. 

Her first film, The Story Within - 





"When school simulates life 


ee Sasyeoing! Though Norman. is 
fresh out of grad school, stu- 
dents respect her and listen 


attentively when she speaks, 
To supplement standard lec- 
tures, her classes occasionally 


and role-playing. ‘She also 
invites guest speakers. pte 


POLI 388 were divided into two 
fictitious ethnic groups and 
multiple smaller agencies. The 
students created | interest 
groups and political parties. 
After several rounds of discus- 
sions and campaigning, the 
politicians tried to gain power 
while addressing the needs of 
minorities. | 
Mia Ilantzis, who is graduat- 
ing this semester, enjoyed put- 
ting the theories into practice. 
“It’s one thing to explain what 
an NGO is and what they do, 
she says. “To actually take on 
their role and put yourself in 
that headspace, you develop a 
much greater understanding. 
Using multiple teaching 
styles can help students who 
learn in different ways, says 
Norman, who studied educa- 
tional psychology as part of her 
undergraduate degree at Duke 
University. 
“It allows them to engage 


_ Last week, the students in 


more directly with the material? : 


she says. “And to be active recip- 
ients of what we’ re talking 
about” 

For their final sSaerene stu- 
dents have a lot of flexibility. 
Those who don’t want to do a 
traditional term paper can opt to 
get 
Community University Research 


Exchange (see Journal, Oct. 9, - 


2008) for a research project relat- 


involved with the 


Bn 


ai to fhrurriari Schts, Others can 
_ present their work via a creative 


project like a film or website. | 
Norman says this approach 


_ recognizes that not all students. 
have the same skill set and 
gives them the power to take 


charge of their own learning. 


L encourage them to be ig 


engaged, creative thinkers. 
Giving them these options 
could allow them to communi- 


cate their ideas in a way | that is 


more meaningful and useful : 


for the students.” | 
For political science ‘major 


Bisse, it allows _ students to 
expand their knowledge out- ae 
side the classroom. _ 


“It goes beyond mR ereiating 
material for your prof. You real- 
ly have to analyze it yourself : 


_and bring out your own per-— 
spective, he says. 





Students in POLI 388 Human Rights and International Justice dcealep a plan of action during a classroom 
exercise on March 24. Clockwise from top left, Juliana Ramos, Lisa Marie Rahimann, Francesco Campisi, Alex 
Leopold and Arlene Miles (with her back turned). 


Creative Arts Therapy Week 


Myth and Fairy Tale in Therapy, 


was one of four screened at the 
film festival of Creative Arts 
Therapies week, March 19 to 28. 
The event, a_ collaboration 
between Concordia, various com- 
munity groups and associations 
of creative arts therapies of 
Quebec, was an opportunity for 


Music therapy professor Guylaine Vaillancourt (right) leads a music ic ther- 


apy class. 
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professionals to come together 
and share resources to better 
serve their communities with 
therapeutic treatments based in 
drama, music, dance or visual art. 

A province-wide __ effort, 
Concordia hosted the majority of 
the Montreal events. Similar 
activities were held in such cities 
as Sherbrooke, Gatineau and 
Trois Riviéres. 

Silvermans 2004 documentary 
uses a therapeutic approach 
based on myth and fairy tale that 
Silverman developed with her 20 
years of clinical work with hard- 
to-reach populations (she has 
worked with high-risk kids and 
people with eating disorders). In 
it, each client creates a character 
in which to immerse him or her- 
self. 

“After a period of time, they 
learn about themselves through 
the character” she said. “The 
technique allows them a safe dis- 


tance to face and deal with their 


problems. 


In developing the technique, 
she chose film as a means to doc- 
ument the treatment of six peo- 
ple. “As I was editing, I got hooked 
on filmmaking as an art, she said. 

Thanks to two grants (one fed- 
eral, one provincial), Silverman 
has created her second documen- 
tary, The Hidden Face of Suicide. 
She worked with the organization 
Family Survivors of Suicide, to 
capture the stories of a number of 
people dealing with the loss of a 
loved one due to suicide. 

Silverman also knows the bene- 
fits personally. She lost her uncle 
to suicide before she was born, 
but found out by accident when 
she was 17. | 

“Making the movie, what we 
discovered was the amount of 
taboo. People don't talk about it,’ 
she said. “Everyone has a story 
about how suicide has affected 
them. I want to begin the conver- 
sation,’ 

At Concordia, along with the 
film -festival, Creative Arts 


Therapies week held a series of 
workshops, discussion panels 
and talks with invited guests to 
discuss their ideas and research 
through experiential seminars 
and presentations — including the 
launch of the book Drama As 
Therapy Volume 2: Clinical Work 
and Research into Practice, edited 
by visiting professor Phil Jones. 

The week's events exemplify 
the intrinsic value of creative arts 
therapies art therapy in our com- 
munity, said Music Therapy pro- 
fessor Guylaine Vaillancourt, one 
of the week's organizers. 

“The week was a great opportu- 
nity to build awareness about the 
possibilities of creative arts thera- 
pies. For different professionals, 
it’s great to build awareness of 
what we're doing here, said 
Vaillancourt (see Journal, Oct. 1, 
2009). 

The Hidden Face of Suicide will 
premiere April 11 at 3 p.m. in the 
De Séve Cinema. www.yehudit 
silverman.com. : 
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Fifth Concordia-Siena Conference 
on North American trade 


KAREN HERLAND 


For the past five years, students at the 
Loyola International College (LIC) have 
met annually with their peers from the 
Global Studies Program in Siena 
College, N.Y. to discuss globalization. 

On March 19, students, professors 
and invited guests tackled the North 
American Free Trade Agreement. “The 
agreement is being renegotiated, so it 
seemed like the ideal subject, said Adan 
Suazo, who organized the event. 

The fifth Concordia-Siena Conference 
on Globalization was held at Loyola. 
Suazo helped organize last year’s con- 
ference at Siena College (the event 
switches between the two campuses) as 


a student through the Loyola 
International College Student 
Association (LICSA), and was 


impressed by the event. Now, as a grad- 
uate and Executive Assistant to LIC 
Principal Rosemarie Schade, he was 
able to plan a similar event. “I knew 
what the students were expecting and 
how to get their attention,’ he said 
Students at LIC are encouraged to 
look at global issues from a multidisci- 
plinary, multicultural perspective. “Our 
curriculum cuts across disciplines and 
Faculties,” said Schade of the college 
that opened its doors in 2002. Although 
most students come from the Faculty of 
Arts and Science, there are students 
from the JMSB and Fine Arts as well. 


Tuition under the microscope - 


“They are attracted by the small classes 
and international perspective. 

NAFTA presented a rich starting 
point for the conference. “Globalization 
is a very broad theme, and NAFTA 
involves many political and environ- 
mental issues,’ said Suazo. Speakers and 
participants from both institutions 
were joined by colleagues from political 
science, history, economics and com- 
munication, all of whom were interest- 
ed in the impact of NAFTA. “It’s hard to 
be knowledgeable about everything. I 
think people were prepared to speak to 
their own discipline and learn more 
about others, said Suazo. 

He added that the range of perspec- 
tives led to lively debate; such as the one 
he heard between adjunct professor in 
political science, William Kennedy, for- 
mer Executive Director of NAFTAs 
Environmental Commission and a stu- 
dent, who felt that NAFTA was weak on 
environmental issues. 

The event also featured speakers such 
as Thomas Mulcair, member of parlia- 
ment for Outremont. Having politicians 
at the conference is an important aspect 
of LIC, according to Schade. “We want to 
involve people from outside the academ- 
ic community who have something to say 
to the academic community.’ She added 
that in the past union and community 
leaders have also participated. 

Last year’s conference theme was sus- 
tainability, and this year, Suazo opted to 
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Two hours after the provincial budget was handed down on March 30, signaling 
an end to the tuition freeze in 2012, the Graduate Student Association held an 
open meeting in H-110 about the future of higher education. Moderated by Erik 
Chevrier, VP External of the GSA, panelists debated the role of universities, new 
funding models, accessibility and public-private partnerships. The invited speak- 
ers were (from left) President Judith Woodsworth, associate sociology professor 
Daniel Dagenais and University of Ottawa doctoral student Eric Martin. 








Loyola International College Principal Rosemarie Schade at the March 19 conference. 


make the medium the message. Organ- 
izers used the event guide available on 
the Sustainable Concordia website 
(sustainable.concordia.ca/resources/seg/ 
index.php). Care was taken in identify- 
ing local caterers and extended right 
down to the reusable mugs and bags 
attendees were given. “I really have to 


give them credit for using the guide 
resourcefully and creatively, said Erle 
Lamothe, Sustainable Ambassadors 
Coordinator. 

“We try to think about good global 
citizenship, said Schade, linking the 
academic and the practical in terms of 
organizing. 





Graham Carr appointed Dean of Graduate Studies 


Graham Carr was named Dean of Graduate 
Studies by Concordias Board of Governors at 
their March 18 meeting. 

Carr is currently the Associate Dean, 
Research and Graduate Studies, in the 
Faculty of Arts and Science, a position he 
has held since 2006. He will begin a five-year 
term in his new position on May 1 of this 
year. He was just appointed President Elect 
of the Canadian Federation for the 
Humanities and Social Sciences. Carr will 
begin his two-year term in March 2011. 

Vice-President Research and Graduate 
Studies Louise Dandurand is pleased to 
announce Carr's appointment to this criti- 
cally important position in ensuring the 
continued development of graduate studies 
at Concordia. 

“Dr. Carr’s vision for the role of Dean of 
Graduate Studies clearly demonstrates a 
keen and wide-ranging understanding of 
the current challenges faced by Concordia 
with respect to graduate studies” said 
Dandurand. “He has a genuine appreciation 
of the unique needs and priorities with 
respect to the different Faculties and 
departments excellent interpersonal and 
communication skills, and an open, con- 


sensus-building, collaborative and collegial 
leadership style. This is an excellent choice 
for Concordia’ : 

Carr received a PhD in History from the 
University of Maine and holds an MA from 
Queen's University, where he also received 
his BA (Hons) History. Carr has published 
in the areas of Canadian and US. history, 
culture and identity and has been active in 
organizing national and international con- 
ferences related to the study of history and 
particularly Canadian Studies. 
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Universities reach out to grads 


_ Recruitment fair provides options for study 


KAREN HERLAND 


In an unprecedented move, 10 Quebec universities are 
collaborating on a province-wide campaign to recruit 
graduate students to their programs. 

Representatives of the different institutions held tar- 
geted information and recruitment fairs in Sherbrooke, 
Trois Rivieres and Quebec City over the last week. 

“We are competing for students but we are all work- 
ing together; said Acting Coordinator’ of Graduate 
Student Recruitment Bernard Pomerleau. “We have 
done this at the undergraduate level for a number of 
years, so we decided to introduce the concept at the 
graduate level.’ 

Pomerleau, who started in his position seven months 
ago, developed the idea with Marie-Claude Lyster, 


Associate Director of Recruitment at the JMSB. Both of 
them saw a need to focus recruitment efforts for stu- 
dents completing undergraduate degrees who might 
want to further their academic careers. 

They contacted colleagues at other universities and 
convinced them to coordinate schedules and share 
advertising expenses in order to reach the widest possi- 
ble number of potential students. 

This first three-stop tour could expand in the future. 
Pomerleau would like to see more regions in Quebec 
covered, along with other parts of Canada. 

Pomerleau said most potential students arrive at 
recruitment events with an idea of the schools and pro- 
grams they are interested in. “They've already done 
their research and been to the website. They mostly 
want to verify certain information.’ 


Overall, he said all the participating universities were 
pleased with the event, and the turnout of this inaugu- 
ral tour. 

Pomerleau said this collaboration is part of a broad- 
er recruitment strategy currently taking shape at 
Concordia as part of the strategic framework. 

Trevor Cuddy assumed the position of Director of 
Student Recruitment on March 1 and will be bringing 
his experience from Queen’s University and the 
University of Toronto. 

Meanwhile, Pomerleau said that his office will be 
seeking better coordination in recruitment efforts 
between departments, especially in terms of sharing 
practices and strategies. 

For more on the current collaboration, go to 
www.salondescyclessuperieurs.ca. 





Gas leak empties Loyola 


" Real-life tryout for large-scale notification system 


SHELAGH PEDEN 
A natural gas leak led to the evacuation of the Loyola 
Campus on March 25 and prompted the first large-scale 
use of the Concordia emergency notification system in 
an urgent situation. 

The leak was caused by a ruptured two-inch pipe at 
the construction site of the new Centre for Structural 
and Functional Genomics, at the corner of Sherbrooke 
and West Broadway. The leak prompted the activation 
of the emergency response team, coordinated by 
Senior Advisor on Emergency Management Darren 
Dumoulin. 


While the emergency called for the coordinated 
efforts of approximately 50 firefighters, numerous police 
and our own emergency responders, no one was hurt 
and the campus was safely restored to full operation 
during the evening. 

The firefighters wera.first to be notified of the leak 
and they quickly set up a perimeter around the affect- 
ed area as well as a command post. They allowed a 
Concordia representative to join them, greatly facili- 
tating the coordination of decision-making. 

University officials were called into action by the 
ERMS, Concordia’s emergency notification system, at 
approximately 12:15 p.m., shortly after the firefighters 





About 500 people were evacuated from Loyola Campus last week. 
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were notified. 

University Registrar Linda Healey coordinated the 
emails to over 2 500 students who were registered for 
classes at Loyola that afternoon and evening. Those 
with classes after 5:30 p.m. were told to stay tuned and 
to check the university's website for updates. They 
were emailed again at approximately 4:50 p.m. with a 
message saying evening classes would be held as 
usual. 

The hotline (514-848-8800), used only for significant 
emergencies, was updated whenever new information 
came to the emergency operations centre. The same 
messages were issued regularly to staff and faculty by 
email and on the university website. 

“People have to understand it takes a few minutes to 
determine the facts before any message goes out, said 
Dumoulin. In situations such as these, local media can 
pick upon the story quite quickly, and in doing so, can 
often fan the flames of rumours. 

The same notification system used to call respon- 
ders into action was used to evacuate buildings with- 
out public address systems. The system calls the VOIP 
phones and plays a message when answered. Though 
the message didn’t get out as quickly as was hoped, 
the issues have already been identified and resolved. 

The messaging system, used to transmit text mes- 
sages and emails to long lists of subscribers, was also 
used, advising all subscribed Concordians to avoid the 
area and to check the emergency hotline for updates. 
All faculty, staff and students are encouraged to sub- 
scribe to the service through the MyConcordia Portal 
under ‘messaging. 

Despite challenges with communicating up-to-the- 
minute information, responders felt the operation 
went quite well. The fire chief was particularly pleased 
with Concordia’s efforts, as many buildings were evac- 
uated in good time. 

Coincidentally, when the gas leak occurred, 
Dumoulin was in the midst of planning a trial run for 
the emergency notification system during the annual 
emergency exercise, where employees and senior 
administrators run through trial emergencies to hone 
skills and reduce response times. 

For more on emergency response procedures, please 
refer to the video at www.concordia.ca/emergency/ 
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All events are free and open to the public unless otherwise indicated. 


SAT, APRIL 3 


S Performance afternoon 


As part of the MFA Studio Arts Exhibition, this event will 
<nencase the work of MFA Studio Arts students. 


3520 St Jacques St. W,, corner Rose-de-Lima | 2 to 4 p.m. | 
514-475-506,0r terrahnicholson@gmail.com 
ONGOING —- UNTIL APRIL 5 


© MFA Studio Arts Exhibition 
featuring installations, paintings, photographs, print media, 
short films and video work, and sculpture by MFA students. 
The Hive, L-SC 205 | tinyurl.com/StudioArts 


ONGOING - UNTIL APRIL 15 


S Student Concert Series 
Come listen to the works of our music students. Multiple 
shows. 


Oscar Peterson Concert Hall | music.concordia.ca/news- 
and-events/ | Tickets at the door for $5, free for students 
with valid Concordia ID. 


WED., APRIL 7 


@® SCPA Alumni lecture series 


Historian, author, librarian, archivist and alum Dorothy 
Williams will give a lecture titled, “The Local Black 
Community Scene: Silos of Geography and Culture.’ 


SCPA, 2149 Mackay St. | 6 to 8 p.m. | ext. 2575 


aye University of the Streets Café 


“Is having control over what we eat just a utopia?” Presented 
in collaboration with We Value. Admission is free though 
donations are appreciated. 

Coop La Maison Verte, 5785 Sherbrooke St. W. (corner 
Melrose) | 7 to9 p.m. | univcafe.concordia.ca 


THURS., APRIL 8 
<9) Co-op Student Showcase 


Come see what the Co-op students have learned. 


S-EV atrium | 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. and 4 to 6 p.m. 
co-op.concordia.ca 


® d-verse vernissage at the FOFA Gallery 

In the main gallery and Black Box, transitional algorhythms 
of gesture by pk langshaw and collaborators, and in the York 
vitrines, a sustainable model in three phases in 
research/creation will feature work from professional design 
houses. 


FOFA Gallery | 5 to 7 p.m. | fofagallery.concordia.ca 
FRI., APRIL 9 


@® Dirty Rotten Strategies 

Ian I. Mitroff (Alliant International U, San Francisco and 
President of consulting firm Comprehensive Crisis 
Management) will give a lecture titled, “Dirty Rotten 
Strategies: How we trick ourselves and others into solving 
the wrong problems” as part of the David O’Brien Centre for 
Sustainable Enterprise's speaker series. 


S-MB 6.260 | 2 to3 p.m. | johnmolson.concordia.ca/sustainable 


a & Music for the Cyborg 


A lecture and demonstration on Mapping RNAS “Genetic 
Structure to Music” as well as a sneak peek at SIP grad stu- 
dent Ralph Denzer’s “The Darwin Project,’ a music/theatre 
piece to be performed at Concordia in the winter of 2011. 


L-RF 110 | 12:30 p.m. | musitech@alcor.concordia.ca 


SAT., APRIL 10 
3 Charles Ellison Jazz Sextet 


Come listen to some great jazz. 


Oscar Peterson Concert Hall | 8 p.m. | oscar.concordia.ca | 
Tickets $15, $5 for students and seniors, free for Concordia 
students with valid ID. 


SAT., APRIL 10 TO TUES., APRIL 20 


© Ceramics Undergraduate Student 
Exhibition 
Come see what our ceramics students have learned. 


Galerie Gaia, 1590 Laurier St. E. | 514-598-5444 or 
tinyurl.com/StudioArts 


MON., APRIL 12 


© cinema Politica - Girls Rock 


This film portrays the Rock’n’Roll Camp for Girls, which 
teaches 8-to-18-year-olds about music, gender and self- 
defense. 


S-H 110 | 7:30 p.m. | www.cinemapolitica.org/concordia | 
pay-what-you-can 


TUES., APRIL [3 


Cn Successful Transition to Retirement 


Moving towards retirement is full of both daunting changes 
and new possibilities, and it is never too early to consider the 
future. This workshop is offered free of charge to all 
Concordia employees. 


S-H 760 | noon to 1:15 p.m. | Registration: eap.concordia.ca 
or ext. 3667 


ge University of the Streets Café 


“Breaking through apathy and cynicism: What can Bolivia 
teach us about Democracy?” Admission is free though dona- 
tions are appreciated. 


Le Depanneur Café, 206 Bernard St. W. (corner De 
l’Esplanade) | 7 to 9 p.m. | univcafe.concordia.ca 


WED., APRIL 14 TO SAT., APRIL 17 


© The F Word fibres exhibition 


This exhibition integrates traditional textile practices such 
as sewing, embroidery and knitting with other media such as 
video, installation and performance. Vernissage April 16. 


CRTLLAB, 3634 St-Laurent | noon to 5 p.m. 
burntout_homemaker@yahoo.ca 


THURS., APRIL I5 
ge University of the Streets Café 


“Travel: What are we searching for? What do we hope to 
find?” Admission is free though donations are appreciated. 


Marché du Vieux, 8 St-Paul St. E. (corner St-Laurent) | 7 to 
9 p.m. | univcafe.concordia.ca 


THURS., APRIL 15 AND FRI., APRIL 16 


F< <9) Interdisciplinary humanities 


conference 


This year’s theme of Resistances: Counter-conduct, Inter- 
disruptions and Compromising acts will see 23 graduate stu- 
dents from across North America give papers on the diverse 
aspects and political, philosophic and aesthetic concerns of 
resistances. 


www.resistancesconference.wordpress.com 


THURS., APRIL 15 TO SAT., APRIL 17 


me 3 International Max and Iris Stern 
conference ART+RELIGION 


Concordia is a proud collaborator in this annual conference 
that seeks to expand on previous groundwork by bringing 


together eminent international specialists belonging to a 
variety of disciplines to pursue the charting of theoretical 
points of contact between the worlds of contemporary art 
and religion. 


Musée dart contemporain, Concordia and Place des arts | 
artcontemporainreligion. blogspot.com 


ge PhD in Humanities Annual Student 


Conference 


Keynote speaker Melia Jones will give a lecture titled, 
“Performance: Time, Space and Cultural “Value” More info, 
including the conference program, available online. 


S-H 763 | cissc.concordia.ca 


Montreal International Classical 


Guitar Festival and Competition 
Now in its ninth edition, the theme this year is Guitarist- 
Composers. 


Loyola Chapel and Oscar Peterson Concert Hall 
music.concordia.ca/news-and-events 


THURS., APRIL 15 TO SUN., APRIL 18 


© Black plague play Red Noses 


Billed as the funniest play ever written about the Black 
Plague, Red Noses is a play by Peter Barnes, directed by Joel 
Miller and features a cast of 25 theatre students. 


D.B. Clarke Theatre {| Multiple times | ext. 4742 | $10 ($5 
for seniors and students) 


FRI., APRIL 16 
gg We Value Native Heritage workshop 


First Nations, Métis and Inuit student face many challenges 
in attending and engaging in post-secondary education. 
This workshop will provide insight on their unique needs. 
Manon Tremblay and Morningstar, both of the Centre for 
Native Education, will explore how improve the quality of 
their experience, and promote their well-being through a 
better understanding of Aboriginal cultures, languages, his- 
tory and contemporary issues. 


S-H 673 | 10:30 a.m. 
WED., APRIL 21 


Gr University of the Streets Café 


“Women's Work: Why are the textile arts not really considered 
art?” Admission is free though donations are appreciated. 


Ethik, 6050 St-Hubert (corner Rosemont) | 7 to 9 p.m. 
univeafe.concordia.ca 


MON. APRIL 19 


<) Concordia Goes West Book Club 


Sarah’s Kay, by Tatiana de Rosnay, will be the subject of this 
meeting of the book club. The book is offered at a 30% dis- 
count at the Bookstore. Light refreshments will be served. 
Register by April 12. 


Stewart Hall, 176 Lakeshore Rd., Pte Claire | 7 to 8:30 p.m. | 
alumni.concordia.ca/register or call ext. 4397 | $5 


SAVE THE DATE — APRIL 30 TO MAY 2 


Arrivals and Departures 
This is the design students’ year-end exhibition. 
EV Building | arrivalsanddepartures.ca/ 


LEGEND 
a Lecture/ ef Workshop/ 
reading discussion 
Chere Call for 
s g <9) participation 
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- 2010 Undergraduate Capstones 


Russ COOPER 


Once again this year, the EV Atrium was 
bustling with inventions of all kinds as 
the Faculty of Engineering and Computer 
Science presented the undergraduate 
Capstone projects, the annual culmina- 
tion of a required course for every under- 
graduate engineering student. 

The departments of Building, Civil, and 
Environmental (BCEE) and Mechanical 
and Industrial Engineering (MIE) took 
over the atrium March 24, showing 46 
presentations. 

The departments of Computer Science 
and Software Engineering (CSE), and 
Electrical and Computer Engineering 
(ECE) had their tarn March 25, demon- 
strating their 23 projects. 

“Our projects supporting research or 
industry are typically the most challenging 
and the most accomplished, said MIE 
Engineer in Residence Dominic Ng, who 
serves as engineering consultant and proj- 
ect manager for the MIE capstones. 

As an example of this, Ng pointed to the 
project Design and Construction of an 
Atomic Force Microscope, the project of 
MIE’s Stephan Marchant, Greg Kramer 
and Sarah Halliburton. 

The mechanical microscope is able to 
detect particles as small as 10 nanometres 
~ a feat unattainable by a normal optical 
microscope, and only available with an 
electron microscope but at far greater cost. 


Dark 


Like the Eiffel Tower in Paris and the 
Coliseum in Rome, the GM Building fell 
dark during Earth Hour on Saturday, 
March 27. 

From 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., the lights in the 
offices of the MB, CJ, and FB were also 
extinguished to take a stand on climate 
change. The common areas remained lit 
for safety reasons. 

Sustainability Coordinator Jenn Davis 
says the action is largely symbolic and 
has value in reaching out to the broader 
community. 

According to Peter Bolla, Associate 
Vice-President, Facilities Management, 
encouraging energy conservation is a 
basic value at Concordia. 

“Anything we can do to help, we do, he 
says, mentioning other areas where the 
university promotes green behaviour. In 
addition to ecological design of build- 
ings, new shuttle buses are 95% less pol- 
luting that the old models and the use of 
public transit, walking, and cycling is 
encouraged. 

Started in Australia by the World 
Wildlife Fund in 2007, Earth Hour has 
since spread to over 4 000 cities, towns 
and municipalities worldwide with hun- 
dreds of millions of people taking part. 

For more, visit www.earthhour. org. 
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Computer Engineering students (left to right) Svilen Myanou, Mohammed Abukhalid and Jayson 
MacKiddie attracted a lot of attention on Thursday. The four-rotor, remote-controlled, GPS and 
modem equipped machine was developed to hover above and scan inaccessible terrain for use 
in search and rescue operations, such as an avalanche. Instead of expensive helicopters, a fleet 
of these small, inexpensive machines could locate victims much faster. 


The system was created specifically to 
aid the research of MIE professor Rolf 
Wuthrich (the project's supervisor), whose 
research into developing hydrogen fuel 
cells requires particles of an exact size to 
make the fuel cells more efficient. 
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Halliburton states that a half-degree 
change can make microscopes less accu- 
rate; this system thermally compensates to 
ensure the reading is accurate. 

On the BCEE side, professor Adel 
Hanna arranged for his student to con- 
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sult with Facilities Management to gath- 
er ideas for proposals for new residence 
buildings. Bijan Nimap, Wu Yan Fei, 
Huynh Kim Phung, Sidarath Yim put for- 
ward a concept for a 13-storey, 450-per- 
son-capacity building for the De 
Maisonneuve parking lot adjacent to 
Bethune Square. The building would 
have a daycare centre with a playground 
on the main floor, and the roof would 
also be equipped with an extensive 
greenhouse. 

“I like projects that serve Concordia, 
Montreal, Quebec and Canada, said 
Hanna. “Students work very hard. At the 
end, I would prefer to see their projects 
be of practical use.” 

Over with the CSE, student Brian 
Rubin was happy to explain his Front 
Desk Information Board. The team devel- 
oped a web application able to adjust the 
text on a light board (similar to the scroll- 
ing LED displays inside Metro cars) over 
the internet; the person posting the infor- 
mation can do so from a computer any- 
where in the world. 

A new development last year (see 
Journal, April 23, 2009), the Electrical and 
Computer Engineering's third year 
COEN/ELEC 390 will present its cap- 
stones on April 14, the date of MIEs 
awards ceremony. ECE's awards will be 
presented June 10, for both 390 and 490. 

BCEE and CSE will not hold awards 
ceremonies. 


Earth Hour at Concordia 








SOMIM Y3HAOISIRD 





